
Rep. Allen West faces tough questions at town hall in Pompano Beach(South Florida Sun-Sentinel)

U.S. Rep. Allen West, R-Plantation, delivered a vintage performance Tuesday — full of
confidence, never backing down — even when facing a somewhat restive audience posing
sometimes hostile questions.

  

Judging from the applause, most of the town hall audience of about 300 at the Pompano Beach
Civic Center was supportive of West.

  

And when several people who didn't like the congressman, what he was saying, or the format
interrupted with shouts from the floor, the majority's displeasure was clear.

  

Anne Deon, of Fort Lauderdale, repeatedly yelled out a demand that Congress increase taxes
on big corporations and people in the crowd yelled, "Lady, this isn't 'Romper Room,' " "Lady,
you're flapping. Sit down," and "Nobody came to hear you talk."

  

After leaving in a huff, Deon said she didn't want to sit through West's opening remarks and see
if he addressed her concerns during the question-and-answer part of the meeting because "he
should get to the questions first. He's going to drone us to sleep."

  

Democratic activists and the liberal group MoveOn.org urged West critics to attend, and several
criticized the format, which required people to submit questions written on cards.

  

There didn't appear to be an effort to censor the questions. Moderator Ric Green, president of
the Greater Pompano Beach Chamber of Commerce, culled the question cards without the
presence of West's staff, pitching those that didn't have a question or that included statements
such as one woman's "I love you!"

  

Green, describing himself as being as neutral as Switzerland, said there were no restrictions.
He winnowed the cards to about 70 and asked questions from about 50, picked randomly by
audience members. Many were repetitive and West answered those quickly.
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Plenty were hostile.

  

For example, one asserted that the House Republican plan to change Medicare "is obviously
not something Americans want. Even Republicans have been backing off of this unpopular
plan."

  

West's response: "It is time that people have moral courage in the United States of America. I
am not ending Medicare. It is going to go from a fee for service to a defined contribution. As I
said, if we do not take some type of action there will not be a Medicare in 13 years from now. ...
To those people that get nervous and afraid because people yell at them, there's nothing I can
do about their courage but I know what I can do about mine."

  

Written questions and shouts from the audience wondered about tax breaks for the wealthy and
demands that corporations pay more taxes. West twice responded by noting news reports that
General Electric Co. paid no taxes in 2010 — and that GE's CEO leads President Barack
Obama's panel of nongovernment economic advisers.

  

West's answers didn't break any new ground, and he didn't appear to change minds.

  

"He did fabulous," said Flo Mannino, of Lighthouse Point. "I think he should run for president."

  

John Foley, a Palm Beach County leader of MoveOn.org, which is politically opposed to just
about everything West believes, said he's a tough opponent. "He does fairly well. He can think
on his feet."

  

See more town hall questions and answers at SunSentinel.com/BrowardPolitics
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